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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, March 3, 2023, at 9 a.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Loving King of the universe, thank
You that nothing can separate us from
Your love. Remind us that we are sur-
rounded by Your unconditional, posi-
tive regard, regardless of our faults and
failures. Lord, help us to see that our
anxieties and fears, our doubts and dis-
appointments cannot diminish Your af-
fection for us.

Today, bless the Members of this leg-
islative body. Give them wisdom to see
what needs to be done and the courage
to do it. Lord, help them to persevere
in doing Your will, knowing that a pro-
ductive harvest is certain.

We pray in Your loving Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

Senate

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2023

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Colleen R. Law-
less, of Illinois, to be United States
District Judge for the Central District
of Illinois.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Georgia.

Mr. WARNOCK. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

HONORING JASON ARNO

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, before
I get into my remarks this morning, I
want to offer my thoughts and prayers
to everyone affected by the four-alarm
fire on Main Street in Buffalo, NY, yes-

terday, and I want to especially offer
my condolences to the Buffalo Fire De-
partment, which lost one of its fire-
fighters, Jason Arno, in the line of
duty during this horrible tragedy. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to his fam-
ily as well.

I want to thank all of the first re-
sponders who were on the scene. We are
profoundly grateful for all you do to
keep us safe every day.

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS LUNCH

Mr. President, now on the President’s
visit to our caucus lunch this after-
noon, later today, Senate Democrats
will welcome President Biden to the
Capitol for a special caucus lunch to
talk about our agenda for the 118th
Congress.

I predict that today’s conversation
will reemphasize a couple of important
points. Unlike the other party, Demo-
crats are united. We have a great story
to tell about our work over the last 2
years, and we are ready to keep work-
ing in a bipartisan way to make life
better for the American people.

If the last 2 years focused on getting
our agenda passed into law, one of the
focuses of our lunch will be on how the
next 2 years will be about imple-
menting that agenda. Legislation must
and will continue, but implementation
will also be a top priority.

Democrats are making sure that
Americans see our agenda—see our
agenda in their own backyards, on
their way to work, and when they bal-
ance their checkbooks. Americans will
see our agenda as the roads and bridges
and highways they use every day fi-
nally get the fixes that are so needed,
and Americans will see our agenda in
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